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ccent furniture from some of California’s
A most respected designers and carefully

placed antiques bring an eclectic harmony
to a spacious shingle cottage in Los Angeles.

The 5,200-square-foot, five-bedroom, four-bath-
room home is located in Brentwood—the former
neighborhood of Hollywood star Marilyn Monroe—
and was completed in 1992. Santa Monica-based inte-
rior designer Windsor Smith’s talents were enlisted to
enhance the intrinsic beauty of the home.

Adhering to her philosophy of giving people living
spaces that support their families rather than simply
creating beautiful rooms, Windsor mixed furniture
styles and periods to enhance the light, airy, function-
al qualities of the cottage for her client.

The garden room—with its lofty, structured qual-
ity—was ornately blessed with high ceilings, clean
lines, and Georgian-style doors that open to an exte-
rior courtyard and pool, granting a wealth of glorious
natural light all year around.

Windsor chose to juxtapose chinoiserie-style fur-
niture with modern bookcases and a Maison Jansen
coffee table. She selected calm grays and blues for
the room’s palette to serve as an extension of the pool
and sky. Ambient sounds of water trickling and bird-
song add to the room’s almost reclusive feeling. The
interplay between the sunlight streaming in and the
furnishing of the room at different times of day is an
integral part of the room’s experience.

The functionally of the room is noted through a
wall-mounted big-screen television and, at the oppo-
site end, a leather-top writing desk with gold embel-
lishment from the Windsor Smith Home Collection.
“It’s the combination of elements that make a room
sing,” Windsor says.

Moving into the spacious music room, eclectic ele-
ments again manifest harmoniously. Assorted chairs
from different styles and periods are set around a cus-
tom table crafted with sawhorse-style legs and a white
caesarstone top.

Windsor’s goal was to create a fun interactive space,
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Santa Monica-based interior designer Windsor Smith brings harmony to a spacious cottage in Brentwood, Los Angeles.

where people could gather around the fire and perhaps
even have a sing-along.

One particularly exquisite item is a white painted
wood chair at the head of the table. From the Wind-
sor Smith Home Collection, the chair is embellished
with gorgeous gold-colored detailing on the arm and
is built with harmonious, flowing curves. Upholstered
in Windsor Smith Home Collection fabric for Kravet,
this piece was a prototype for Windsor’s collection
with Century Furniture.

On top of the table, a silver tea service and an En-
glish 1920s silver-plate samovar add to the grandeur,
bringing a little tradition into what could be a very
contemporary setting.

The fireplace is certainly a point of focus. Windsor

crafted the mantel from glossy black painted brick for
the client’s existing fireplace. The area rug over the
ebony flooring is Windsor Smith for Kravet, and the
round coffee table is from Californian vintage-mod-
ern-style furniture brand Lawson-Fenning. Windsor
paired a light-purple iconic swan chair with a light-
beige leather Barbara Barry chair, and the two beige
club chairs are Darryl Carter.

On the perimeter of the music room, Windsor
flanked the family’s grand piano with a Windsor
Smith Home Collection mirror that resembles an
antique and twin periwinkle opaline vases from the
1920s that are set on exquisite water-gilded wood
shelves. Rich ebony mahogany flooring makes a pow-
erful, contrasting statement beneath it all.
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(Left) In this sitting room, Windsor crafted a glossy
black painted brick mantel for the existing fireplace.
The rug is Windsor Smith for Kravet, and the table is
from Lawson Fenning. The purple chair on the right is
an iconic swan chair, while the leather chair on the left
is Barbara Barry. The two club chairs are Darryl Carter.

(Top) For the music room, Windsor selected an
assortment of chairs of different styles and periods with
a custom table made with sawhorse legs and a white
caesarstone top.
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