DRESS
WEL
SPEN
LESS!

FASHION
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SHOP THE
STORES
YOU LOVE
(Yes, HGM, Target,
Topshop & More!)
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it’s that time of year when you ' N
take one look around the house and -
think, Is there anything | can do !
(besides straighten up) to make it
look better before inviting guests
over? So we asked top designers to
give us their secrets for taking a
room from ho-hum to oh, yes. These
10 mini makeovers work miracles
without a lot of expense or effort
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Dress Up a Table

Refresh an old favorite or give an
inexpensive one a grand logk with
fabric, says Gideon Mendelson of
MNew Yark design firm Mandelson
Group. “A draped table appears so inviting
and you: just have to change the material
to mi it up." For a formal touch, let the
edges poal; for a tailored, clean vibe, qut
and hem it so it skims the floor, Mendelson
aves the aesthetic of burlap clath,
particularly on a table centered in a foyer
or vastibube. "It looks chic, soft, and
earthy.” Find affordable options In rounds
from 24° to 108" at ballarddesigns.com.
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Add a

Monogram
take fluffy white
towels maore luxurious
with your initials.

Mew Yark cecorator
Amznda Nisbet favors
Matouk linens [“the
quality is excelient,
and they last alon
time™) punctuate
with One owirs ze ini-
tial in a poppy hue, Or
Eive athree-letter
monogram a medern
twist by using a com-
bination of cotors
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LIFE etc. 10 ways

Silver mirrored tray, Wilkams-
Sonoma, 3225 wilizms-sonoma
A£omu Harmaemy Ultimate Remote,
Logiech, 3350; besthuy.com.

Pro

Wallpaper the Ceiling

Ing a jolt of color and p

loak

W Think
Inside the Box

To rein in dutter on a coffee table, keep
the remotes on atray, says Amanda Nisbet.
“l ahways hawve one on top of an ottoman; it

; helps give & sense of order to random bits and
pieces,” says the designer, & shiny silver style will
tend a pofished lock. In a more casual satting, go

far lacquer or rattan. Whichever you opt for,

Misbet says it shouldn't be “too fussy.” Keep the

tray generously sized (she prefersa 157 % 197
reciangle]} to hold al your channel-surfing
essentials as well as magazines and books,
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I almost every story in & decarating
magazing, vou'll spot piles of books
crowned with an object or two,
Designers love this Icok, which not
anty brings personalizy boa room but {5 too tafl
can also be used to break up the for yoor tree
library-neat rows on a bookshelf ar
creave a stybsh vignette on a coffee
table. To do it right, Mew vork's
Alexander Doherty says to gather
similar-size volumes ina favorite palette
(L., mot your dog-eared paparbacks)
and top them with a large seashell or a
patrerned bowl. “You don't want tons
of echatchkes that clutter,” he says.
“Pare down your chaices to one ar twa
items that have meaning for yow*

Faux coral, 2 Gallerie, 325
silvered shell, Creel and Gow, 250; creslandgove.com.
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Your Home

_Turn Your
Ritchen into a
Showplace
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“There's something
t 1 $0 romantic about an
' alive tree Indoors,”

Bring the
- | Outdoors In

{ says LA designer
l Chris Barrett, “The
I leaves have a feather-
ke quality that
L ]
1
s

softens a space.”

Sedect one that's tall

enough to graze your
ceiling (Arbequina
olive treg, from $110;
fast-growing-trees
). Ground it by

Ie Sea-grass
basket, and eep it
in direct sunlight.

elling gihves you a lot
particularly dramatic
charceal

ister the Stack-
of~Books Trick

I¥ the basket

Bhve the pat
a boast Wl
old bodks.

rgallerie.com. Strombus pugils
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[oss a Throw

Just So

Ever wonder how decorators make

2 blanket look unstudied yet pulled

together at the end of a bed or on the

arm of a sofa or chair? “There is an
art to it," affirms Atlanta designer Beth Webb, “Pick
up the blanket in the center, hold it high abeve your
head to form bong, Inear folds, then toss it inte
place.” The goal? Soft, natural creases that ane just
rumpled enough to telegraph a breezy elegance.
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Turquoka Cvo
table lamp,
Lamps Pius, 3100,
. " Esmpaplus.com,
Customize a

Lamp Shade

“T by ribbon or trim from WM&
[mijtramucom] and affix it te
the edges using a glue gun or
Elmer’s,” says MY.C. pro Chris-
tina Murphy, who matches the
trim to a color in the room,
Another chic update? Paint the
entire shade with Fabric dye
(Procion MX fabric dye, 34
dickblick.com)., Test a spat on
the inside before brushing dyve
onto the cutside surface,




